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are very extensive. AH along the line one sees trucks laden with
huge sections of tree trunks waiting the passing of the passenger
train to resume the journey to the plains.
The scenery is magnificent. From the railway with its turns
and twists and its zig-zags the traveller gazes down over immense
valleys, the mountains on both sides clothed with forest. In the
depths rush rivers, over rock-strewn courses. One mountain,
known as the Solitary Peak, the railway encircles three times,
passing from tunnel to tunnel as it ascends. From the highest
point of the line the two lower encircling loops are visible far
below. A narrow ridge joins the Solitary Peak to the main chain
of mountains and along this ridge, with precipices on either hand,
the train proceeds. One is now amongst immense Conifers, in
a cooler climate ; vast trees with trunks measuring from fifty to
sixty feet in circumference and of great height, but rugged and
torn and wind swept, One of the species of Conifer found in this
region—the Belis lanceolata—is very valuable and one of the few
products of Nature the demand for which has not decreased, for
every Forrnosan insists, if it is possible, that his coffin should be
constructed of this enduring wood. He will make almost any
sacrifice for this end. In fact at a time when the ingenuity of
man had failed so often to maintain prices, death has succeeded
to mock the economic crisis.
Much afforestation is proceeding in these mountain regions and
every slope denuded of its trees is being replanted but principally
with Conifers of American origin. Great damage has been
occasioned in the past by forest fires and in places the charred
trunks protrude, black and gaunt, above the scrub. Near the
station of Ari, there is an immense example of one of the great
trees—Chamaecyparis formosensis—the trunk of which requires
the outstretched arms of seventeen men to span it, Modern
American machinery is used in the felling of the timber with
overhead cables for the hauling of the logs up to the railway
above.
From the summit of these high mountains we looked eastward
over a succession of still more elevated peaks, one at least of which
reaches an altitude of 13,000 feet above the level of the sea.
The whole of these regions, unexplored and unknown, are still
to-day the haunts of the aboriginal tribes. It is in this " Savage "
country, as it is called, that the untouched forests are found, but
it will be many years before a state of security will permit of their
being exploited. The most valuable of all the forest products b

